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Dear Friends,

MayTi s Ascension Thursday. On this fortieth d
ascension into heaven. The Holy Gospel according to Mark ends with this scene

(Mark 16:920). Before Jesus disappgdtom sight he tells his followers what we are to do in

the time that he ialtheiwordd ansl praclaim thé gnodunesvstothédt Go 1 n't
whol e creation. o

On this day we celebrathefull completion ofC h r iw®rk @ salvation as he takbs seat at

the right hand of GodAndwea |l so are reminded of his commi ssi
worl d. o I n this | ast human speech of his, Je
kingdom into evidence now.

He has constantly invitedusthgptn out hi s ministry on earth to Kk
creation. He repeatedly modeled what it means to go into the world to proclaim the good news

of this love. He was undaunted by the enormity of the work of healing and reconciliation

necessary togrfect the human condition. Yet, he kept at it! Little by little, person by person,

Jesus touched the world in a way that transformed us fotdgdells us we can do the same:

little by little, person by person.

On the day he was removed from our sigie knew that more work had to be done. He knew
that one lifetime or many lifetimes would be needed to do this work of God. He asked all those

t hat l ove him to keep the faith, do the wor k,
promised the gift ofhe Holy Spirit to be our guide and strength as we each try to contribute to
the work begun through Jesusdé birth, Iife, de

We celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, fifty days after Easter. It is on thigtay

the followers of Jesus experienced the rush of a mighty wind which bestowed canithéonall

of his followersfoever , the gifts of Godds Holy Spirit.
able to speak in ways that all who heard tla@munderstood them. The language barriers were
transcended. Itis a sign to us that it is in our power through the spirit to speak to the needs and
concerns of this world regardless of our differendegs a sign that we can transcend human
obstacleslitttdoy | i ttl e, person by person in order to
kingdom.

It is fitting that these days of joy and hope are celebrated in our part of world during the
beginning of spring. Godd whoineBeautyandt i on, ar
nurture that comes from Godébés earth are symbo
God, have to offer the world.

After Jesus disappeared the people were stunned and looking up to heaven until they were told
that Jesus wouldome back again. Let us, each one of us, work to make the world ready for that
time when Jesus returns to our sight. Let us strive day by day, one person at a time, one act at a
time to do the work that God has given us to do.



of the Light! The children from Catechesis Ite@acted some of
the service held during holy week carrying the lit Paschal can
through the halls leading to a darkened library as they chante

iThe Light of Chri st , Thank
discussed the meaning of light in our Christian lives. They ead
received a lit votive to study and then bring home. Other less
and celebrations during this session will be Baptism, reading
discussion of Psalm 23, the Eucharistic presence of the Goog
Shepherd, preparation of the cruets, the celebration of Pentec
and and additional parables.

An adult training session was held Sunday, April 48the
church of The Redeemer in Lexingtabouise Forrest was our
Catechist trainer along with another woteer from The
Redeemer. | believe the biggest treat for myself and Amanda
actually participating in classes with the children in the Atria.
We helped in the younger classroom and the ald@fand &
gradea Cat echesis cl| a$sbavadSh wé
Paul 0s. We were very i mpre
realize we are doing well with materials, classroom set up ang
curriculum here at St. Paul
Thank you to those who attended in the midst of soccer,
baseball, gymnastics schdidg nightmares!

Please note the following changes in schedule:

May 4™ i Catechesis classes in session (Not a Family Sunday

May 18" is Family Sundayi the Catechesis | Atrium will be
open for those little ones who need an activity during church.
Catechesis Il children will remain in church.

May 25" i no Catechesi$§ Memorial Day weekend

As another church year draws to a close we are thankful and
blessed by all our adult and student volunteers. Catechesis V|
not thrive without your continwesupport!

As always, it is a pleasure to spend Sunday mornings with yo
children!

Sincerely,

Ellen Ryan and Amanda Hubbard

Middle School Youth Group Update

We had a relaxing April as middle
schoolers focused on school work, the
JGMS musical and the start of spring
sports. Given the busyness of this time of
year, we decided to postpone hosting the
U2charist service to this fall. Please watch
the Epistle in the coming months as we
confirm a date and time! We will be
holding our second-to-last in-class
discussion on Sunday, May 4th. At this
time, we will discuss our participation (with
the high school youth group) in Youth
Sunday, to be held on Father's Day, June
15th. There will be many roles for us to fill
ranging from readers to ushers and
greeters to coffee hour hosts. It should be
a wonderful event.

Enjoy the warm weather!

Mrs. Mathews and Mrs. Johnson

High School Youth & Relay for Life

Several members of the high school
youth group, along with parents and
friends, will be participating in the
American Cancer Societ y's Relay for
Life, to be held May 17 and 18 at the
Bedford High School track. This 18
hour event benefits cancer research,
and our team, Walkers in the Spirit,

is happy to be part of the search for
acure.

Each team and each member has a
fundraising goa |. We thank those of
you who have already contributed,
either through luminaria sales,
participation in Trivia Night, or
individual donations. There is still

time to give! Please see Heather
Marasa or any of our team members
to make a donation. Every littl e bit
helps!

John and Emily Mitchell




Elemema,y gunday Sehool

Spring is here! Wow we haveeen blessed with perfectly temperate days
sunshine and smiles all around. The great weather has brought our classroom outdoeptatpaateodern
day version of the disciplebds walk to Emmaus.
shared special places where they hear God. They decorated seashells reminding them of their special
The stories of Jesus appearing to his friends shortly after his death, to Mary Magdalene, to Thomas, an
friends along the road to Emmausne shared. Noticing that Jesus was not immediately recognized in ¢i
of these stories, the children discussed what Jesus might have looked like and possible explanations f
wasnot recognized by his fri ewhdworldarolindthem. t al ke

We met with Frank to discuss the upcoming liturgy and plan for our last session of the Sunday 5
year. Thanks to Frank for a wonderfully lead discussion, and thanks to all the teachers who attended
for a great discussn. To all the teachers who planned, taught, and gave precious attention to our child
session: Chris Thompson, Nicky Blackburn, Natalie Wicks, Stacy Schalick, Sima Seymourian, Andre B
Andrea Hayes, Susan Adamick, Becky Ricci and Tina Blatkbithank you.

Coming into the end of our Sunday school year, our calendar deviates a little from normal. On
Sunday May 4 and Sunday Jurie e will not have a family service, but hold regular Sunday school clags
We will not hold Sunday school demorial Day weekend, May #5 On Sunday May 18 we will have a
family service. On Saturday, May™ &he dioceses will hold a safe Church Training he@@at. P a u |
8:30am3:30pm led by Frank. This is a wonderful course for anyone th&swaoth children. Registration
for this course is done through the dioceses. To register, or learn more details about this course visit th
diocesan website atww.diomass.org

[oNN®)

M o =S

Updated Elementary Sunday Schoaléhdar:

Date Note
May 4 Class 4
May 11 Class5Pent ecost (donét forget your red!

May 14 20082009 Sunday school Planning Meeting (Thursday 7:30pm)
May 17 Safe Church Training 8:38130 @ St. Pauls

May 18 Family Sunday

May 25 No Sunday Schal i Memorial Day Weekend

Jun 1 Class 6
Jun 8 Class 7-Last day of Sunday school
Jun 15 Youth Service & Teacher appreciation Sunday & Brunch?

RECITAL FUNDRAISER

Looking for something fun to do with your mom on Mother's Day?
Bring her to 'Girlhood, Womanhood, Wifehood, Motherhood:

A Recital for Mother's Day' on Sunday, May 11, at 2:00pm in the
sanctuary. Our own Emily Mitchell will present favorite show
tunes from yesterday and today, all on the themes of

common female experiences.

The hour long concert should be a lot of fun, and is appropriate
for women, men, and school-age children. If you need nursery
care, please see Emily. A freewill offering will be taken,

with a $10 suggested donation per person. All proceeds

will benefit Relay for Life.

We hope to see you there!



http://www.diomass.org/

