
  

ST. PAULõS EPISTLE 
 

 

 

March  2008 

Dear Friends, 

 

We are still a distance away from the last day of Lent.  The days are getting longer and soon will 

be warmer.   Spring is coming!  Easter is coming!  Many people have commented how early 

Easter Sunday is this year.  Thatôs true.  According the calculations of the Church, the earliest we 

can celebrate Easter is March 22; we are very close to that this year.   

 

Even though Easter is early this year, letôs not hurry our Lenten discipline of remembering, 

fasting, giving alms, praying and wondering about the life and death of Jesus.  We are so driven 

to get to the prize that we often do not savor the journey and the challenge.  The gifts of grace 

that are offered in the various journeys of our lives can be overlooked when we only seek to get 

to the end, the goal, the final gift.  Forgive another naïve football reference.  But, what fun would 

it be if the only thing we experienced was the final score of the final game without experiencing 

all the games that got the team there?  Or what would it be like to spend the summer waiting for 

the final success of the home team without seeing or feeling the excitement in all of the games? 

 

The journeys of our lives are very important to the savoring of the many great gifts God has in 

store for us.  In these last days of our Lenten journey, we are called to renew our intentions of 

Ash Wednesday to observe a Holy Lent.  As we come together in worship in these last days of 

the season, let us be reminded of Godôs purpose for Jesus and for us.  Jesus came to us so that we 

could know God.  Jesus came to us so that we could know what Godôs hope and dreams are for 

the world and all those in it.  Jesus is the hope of the world. 

 

Godôs vision for us is embodied in the life of Jesus.  That vision is made clear through His 

teachings, his actions, his commitment and compassion.   Godôs hope for us is inner peace, that 

we all live lives of satisfaction and grace, that there be peace with justice in the world, and that 

people love one another as God loves us.  Jesus taught it, did it and died for it.   

 

In this Holy Season of Lent we are called also to let die in us all those things that prevent us from 

contributing to Godôs vision of the world.  That is what it means to die with Christ.  It is to let 

those old ways of self interest, possessiveness, self reliance, prejudice, and fear die within us.  To 

repent of those ways and be of a new mind is the call of Lent through the centuries.  The more 

we live like Christ, the more we strive to walk the paths of care and compassion for ourselves 

and others, the more Godôs vision emerges. 

 

And as we die with Christ we too are raised with Him.  Our life takes on new meaning when we 

are free of the things that bind us from one another.  The joy of consciously participating with 

God in the realization of Godôs kingdom of peace, justice and satisfaction for all people, frees us 

to be fearless in our daily lives as followers of Jesus Christ.  The parallel journey of our lives 

with the life of Jesus will bring us all to the knowledge and security of Godôs love for us.  The 

Lenten journey is not over yet.  In the words of the Ash Wednesday invitation let us keep these 

days ñéby self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading 

and meditating on Godôs holy Word.ò 
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Palm Sunday (March 16
th
)  

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 
Monday (March 17

th
) 

7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist 

 

Tuesday (March 18
th
) 

7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist 

 

Wednesday (March 19
th
) 

7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist 

 

Maundy Thursday (March 20
th
) 

7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist 

 Foot washing and 

 Stripping of the altar 

        
 

Good Friday (March 21
st
) 

12:00 noon  Way of the Cross 

3:00 p.m.  Childrenôs Service 

7:30 p.m.  Good Friday Service 

              
Saturday (March 22

nd
) 

7:30 p.m. Easter Vigil  

 

Sunday (March 23
rd

 ) 

6:30 a.m. Bedford Ecumenical Service 

 

Easter Sunday (March 23
rd

) 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 
 

 

        

 

  
 

Session III has been and will continue to be a busy session for the 

children.  During this time they heard two parables.  The 

preschoolers were presented with ñThe Leaven ñand experienced 

first hand the preparation of  bread dough with yeast and the rising 

process.  The kindergartners were presented ñThe Hidden Treasureò 

complete with miniature treasure chest!   

 

The Good Shepherd narrative was expanded upon in both classes 

with the addition of the found sheep and the hired hand.  Both 

classes have a wooden set containing green pasture with fence, 

Good Shepherd and flock, hired hand and wolf.  Ask your children 

to tell you these stories.  They know them so well! 

 

As Lent approached, the classes combined to work on beautiful and 

joyful Alleluia banners that were hung in the Sanctuary.  The 

banners were packed away carefully for the Lenten weeks and will 

reappear at Easter.  The children changed the linens in their Atria 

from white to purple and discussed Lent.  The kindergartners toiled 

like professional gardeners and artisans to prepare a Lenten garden 

for the congregationôs enjoyment.  During these weeks before 

Easter, the children will hear of the Last Supper, take a tour through 

The City of Jerusalem and discuss the Tomb. 

 

March 2
nd

 is Family Sunday �± the Atrium will be open for those 

little ones who need an activity during church. 

 

As always, it is a pleasure to spend Sunday mornings with your 

children. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Amanda Hubbard and Ellen Ryan 

 


